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Over 60,000 hard copies per year, mailed to the medical industry, 
covering 189 countries around the world; Infomedix International has 
engaged medical distributors and manufacturers since 2002. Over 
twenty years of much appreciated insights on medical markets, 
trade exhibitions and congresses, medical products, 
novelties, innovation, and latest news. Meant to guide 
businesses in increasing their product distribution 
worldwide, we receive, for each printed edition, 
impressive feedback from our readers, and 
customers, of the medical industry.
Yes, because at first glance, some of you might 
think that in today’s digital era print media may 
be “obsolete” and unnecessary and, focusing solely 
on social media, pay-per-click, website optimization 
and other online media may be more than enough. 
Think again. Print media could be the most powerful 
branding tool that companies are missing! Over decades, print has 
inevitably declined, but it has refused to disappear, and with good 
reason. It works. The response rate of direct mail is 37% higher than 
email marketing and, somewhat surprisingly, young people are 
implicitly trusting print more than digital content.

Print media is physical and tangible. Handling a physical object 
has an element of sensory input. The act of physically interacting 
with the paper of a book, or magazine, stimulates the memory 
section of your brain more than a screen can. While digital material 
is swiftly scanned, paper-based reading is more deliberate and 
slower, resulting in higher rates of comprehension and memory. 
Websites are often skimmed in as little as 15 seconds per visit 
while, printed material leads to higher engagement. On average, 
a consumer spends 43 minutes reading a magazine, indicating 
that conventional print media ads are more likely to leave a lasting 
impression, as readers are already in reading mode, and hence 
result in increased sales. That may explain why neuroscientists 
discovered that consumers are 70% more likely to recall your brand 
after seeing it in a paper ad than after seeing it in a digital ad. Other 
research using brain scans discovered that watching physical ads 
activates different areas of the brain than viewing digital ads and 
that viewing them involves greater emotional processing, which is 
critical for memory and brand connections. 
Even just having business cards to hand out to people increases 
the chances of them engaging with your brand or services. I follow 
a lot of people on social media, and I won’t be looking through 
my following list after a networking event to find someone I just 
met, but I am much more likely to remember and engage with 
someone’s brand if I have a physical business card.

In addition to the sensory aspects, there is something to be said 
about the feeling of legitimacy that comes from print. Print ads 
have a longer shelf life; they remain until the content they are linked 

to has its value. You are able to put the printed piece down and 
comeback at any time to resume your reading. As marketers, we 
like this! A  printed piece placed on the corner of a desk will be there 
day after day until it is picked back up to be viewed. Furthermore, 
print media is widely considered more credible than digital media. 
People who subscribe to magazines and newspapers do so for a 
reason — they believe the information contained in the publication 
is accurate, credible and provides them with some benefit. This is 
especially true for businesses that focus in niche markets, with a 
target audience, so you get a higher return on investment from 
magazine ads than digital ads. Even today, 61% of people still trust 
newspapers over online ads. 
In today’s digital age, it’s easy for your target market to become 

saturated with online ads and email marketing. Online ads are 
avoided at all costs, most digital ads are never even looked 

at, and when given the option, users close or skip the 
ad as fast as possible. In 2020, an estimated 42.7% of 
all internet users had an ad block plugin installed. 
Differently, in magazines, ads are part of the culture, 
they are expected, and they are part of the magazine 
experience. I often find myself examining the ads 

in magazines and newspapers almost as much as I 
am reading the actual magazine contents. With the 

oversaturation of the digital branding and advertising 
space, there’s less competition for printed material. Digital 

advertising is simply easier and less costly to do. Although it literally 
leads every single business to compete for the top spots, and usually 
the ones with the most money win those top spots.

If you are on the way to think that print is dead. Think again. It has 
the highest engagement, highest recall, and highest ROI. Creating a 
great library of printed materials and publications doesn’t mean that 
you abandon your online marketing efforts. It’s quite the contrary. 
Integrating your digital and print marketing makes your marketing 
campaigns stronger, more important, and more resilient. 
Print is powerful. Ensure you include it in your marketing strategy! 
For this, we thank all our customers who place their trust in us.

Baldo Pipitone
 CEO Infodent S.r.l.

baldo.pipitone@infodent.com

Print 
is Powerful
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YOUR BEST ALLY AGAINST INFECTION

MEDICAL SPRAY
Detergent and broad
spectrum activity disinfectant:

✓ VIRUCIDAL (including Coronavirus)
✓ BACTERICIDAL
✓ FUNGICIDAL
✓ MYCOBACTERICIDAL

Hydro-alcoholic gel rich
in thyme, chamomile
and eucalyptus extracts:

✓  VIRUCIDE (including Coronavirus)
✓ BACTERICIDAL (including MRSA)
✓ FUNGICIDAL
✓ MYCOBACTERICIDAL

pH-neutralRECYCLABLE &  
VEGETAL BOTTLE

100% 

MADE IN

BELGIUM
SINCE 1957

FAMILY  
BUSINESS

✓FORMULA FREE FROM
     ➜ CMR COMPONENT  
     ➜ ENDOCRINE DISRUPTORFIGHTS CORONAVIRUS & MRSA
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Sustainable Surgery for 
South Sudan’s Kids
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  SW Safety
EcoTek Biodegradable Nitrile Gloves

SW Sustainability Solutions Inc. is the 
trusted leader in manufacturing of biode-
gradable nitrile gloves. All of SW’s brand-
ed nitrile gloves are produced with our 
EcoTek biodegradable formulation which 
has been tested under ASTM D5526 to 
biodegrade by 92.6% in 2.5 years in landfill 
environments.
This test has been tested to completion 
and not extrapolated for limited duration 
sample.

This allows SW to confidently stand be-
hind its claim, and to be able to test the 
residue to ensure that it is non-toxic and 
will not contaminate the ground water.  
Verified and accredited by third party cer-
tification, it qualifies for zero waste initia-
tives for waste diversion from landfills.
Help your customers do their part for the 
planet by partnering with SW Sustainabil-
ity Solutions to help reduce the carbon 
footprint of nitrile gloves being used.

www.swssglobal.com // info@swssglobal.com
Visit us at: FIME 2023, Booth I 34
Smart Medical Fair, www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h6p1b1z11914

 Spectra Medical Devices
   Leading Edge Medical Devices 

Spectra Medical Devices, LLC, a leading man-
ufacturer of radiofrequency needles over 
the last 15 years, is supplying clinicians with 
millions of RF needles worldwide. We offer 
the largest variety of gauges, lengths, active 
tips, echogenic and lubricated RF needles in 
the industry in compliance with cGMP/QSR 
regulations. Our RF needle incorporates a ta-
pered, double heat-sealed insulation aimed 
at minimizing patient trauma and increas-
ing ease of advancement. Along with our ex-
tensive variety of RF needles, Spectra prides 
itself on the quality of our products, custom-
er service and short lead times. 

Since 1995, Spectra Medical Devices, LLC 
has been the world-leading manufacturer 
of pain management needles. Spectra’s 
five state-of-the-art manufacturing facili-
ties supply the world’s largest procedural 
kit manufacturers, hospitals, care facilities, 
and individual clinicians around the world. 
Spectra needles are available with our in-
dustry-leading Spectra Guide® echogenic 
properties for clear imaging and accurate 
positioning.  

www.spectramedical.com
sales@spectramedical.com

Visit us at: Smart Medical Fair
www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h6p1b4z3501



radiology ahead

Villa Sistemi Medicali SpA   
vsminfo@villasm.com   
www.villasm.com

the tailor-made digital X-ray system
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Ingenious Urological equipment Manufacturer

Established in 1994, Status Medi-
cal Equipments India Pvt Ltd, 
an ISO 13485:2016 certified com-
pany, manufactures and exports 
Urological Medical Equipment 
such as Uroflowmeter, Urody-
namic Measurement System, 
Pneumatic Lithotripter, Holmi-
um YAG Laser Lithotripter, Peri-
staltic Infusion Pump etc.
One of our flagship products is 
FlowComp-IoT, a self-cleaning 
wireless uroflowmeter with IoT 
technology. 
o US-patented self-cleaning 

technology
o US-FDA registered device
o The most hygienic and has-

sle-free operation
o Wireless operation

o Application based software 
allowing access from any 
smart device

o Real-time graph plotting
o On Cloud test reports and pa-

tient data
o Automatic Device health-

checkup
o User access management
o Easy sharing of test reports

With its easy-to-use features 
and wireless connectivity, this 
device has the potential to be-
come a valuable tool for health-
care professionals in the diag-
nosis and treatment of urinary 
disorders.
Join us in the journey of better-
ment patient health care!

www.statmedi.com
info@statmedi.com
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  J.D. Honigberg International 
CHAMPION MEDICAL SEATING SOLUTIONS FOR COMFORT, FUNCTIONALITY, EFFICIENCY

Champion Manufacturing provides long term value to leading 
healthcare organizations worldwide by optimizing form and 
function. Our medical seating solutions are designed to deliver 
premium comfort, functionality, and efficiency for patients and 
caregivers. 
Medical Chairs Designed for Comfort and Appeal: Comfort, 
safety, and care efficiency are top clinical priorities. Champion 
offers heated seats, built-in massage, swing arms, and 
Trendelenburg positioning to help optimize care across many 
clinical environments.

Built for Reliability and Performance: Our all-steel frames assure 
durability, longevity, and a solid return on investment. All of our 
products are backed by a robust team of engineers, ensuring 
maximum clinical performance for patients and caregivers every 
step of the way.

Serving Healthcare Organizations of All Sizes: For over 30 years 
Champion has a proven track record for delivering exceptional 
quality and functionality to healthcare facilities large and small. We 
continue to set the mark as a leading innovator of medical seating.

Visit us at: FIME Miami 2023, Booth Q 60 
Smart Medical Fair, www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p1b7z2392 

www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h6p1b7z2396

www.jdhmedical.com
medical@jdhintl.comC
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  ITALRAY
Since 1974 for your X-Ray Solutions!

Italray is an Italian company that 
designs, manufactures and sells 
digital x-ray systems all over the 
world, combining innovation 
and tradition since 1974 to offer 
its customers a wide range of 
reliable and competitive 100% 
MADE IN ITALY products. 
Our mission is to take care of 
our products and clients in every 
phase of a complete X-Ray Expe-
rience, from product design to 
the placing on market, respond-
ing to ISO 13485 Standards and 
with products compliant to EU 
Regulation (MDR 2017/745).
We provide solutions for the 
main areas of radiology, from 

Mobile DR to Digital Radio-
graphic and Radio-Fluoro 
Rooms, Digital Mammographs 
with Tomosynthesis and C-Arms 
with Flat-Panel detectors. 
The company core business is 
strongly focused on Digital X-ray 
Imaging, also thanks to the pro-
prietary image acquisition and 
processing software.
We are present in more than 70 
countries worldwide with thou-
sands of installations, and with 
a distribution network growing 
every day!

www.italray.it
sales@italray.it

Visit us at: FIME Miami 2023, Italian Pavilion, Booth X 32



  J.D. Honigberg International 
CHAMPION MEDICAL SEATING SOLUTIONS FOR COMFORT, FUNCTIONALITY, EFFICIENCY

THE START OF A NEW ERA 
FOR SILFRADENT STEAM CLEANERS

Via Giuseppe di Vittorio 35/37 - 47018 S. Sofia (FC) - Italy
+39 0543 970684 | info@silfradent.com | www.silfradent.com

www.instagram.com/silfradent.srl/
www.facebook.com/silfradent.srl

AFTER 25 YEARS, THE EV1 SJ IS REPLACED BY THE NEW EV 5

Twenty-five years have passed since the 
launch of Silfradent’s very first steam clean-
er, the EV1 SJ, which over the years has be-
come increasingly known and appreciated 
all over the world, becoming, thanks to its 
characteristics, a reliable companion and ally 
for an ever-growing number of professionals. 

Today, after more than two decades of ser-
vice, the EV1 SJ finally finds a worthy succes-
sor which becomes part of the “Evolution” 
family, a line designed to satisfy all profes-
sional needs surrounding cleaning and de-
contamination.

The new EV 5 steam cleaner thus enters the 
market, the result of technological evolu-
tion, scientific research and the experience 
gained by the Silfradent technical team.

The EV 5 has a clean and modern design, 
with a completely stainless-steel structure 
which guarantees its durability over time and 
which requires only simple routine mainte-
nance precautions. Among the outstand-
ing features, this new model also boasts an 
external contact resistance: an innovative, 
high-performance, and long-lasting heating 
system, without electrostatic currents that 
can alter the ceramic structures.

Not only performance, but also convenience: 
modern technologies guarantee the high-
est quality at unbeatable prices, making it a 
reliable and accessible product for all profes-
sionals in the industry. 

EV 5 | The new Silfradent EV 5 steam 
cleaner, the result of innovation and 
of over 25 years of experience - 5 bar 
with manual loading 
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Via Enrico Fermi 52 Q/R | 24035 Curno (BG) – Italy  | +39 035.43.76.381 | info@bmibiomedical.it | bmibiomedical.it

YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER
FOR SUCCESFUL STORIES

We will be at

Platinum Zone - Stand W33

JET 32 PLUS DR is supplied with a wi-
fi 35x43cm flat panel detector (brand: 
Canon) and a powerful and versatile 
Workstation, also battery-powered, 
through which the operator can set 
the generator for the acquisition of 
the images along with their visual-
ization, post-processing and manage 
the DICOM connectivity as well. 

Charging the battery pack is ex-
tremely easy and quick with a result-
ing motion autonomy of about 10km 
and an exposure autonomy of about 
450 shots. 

Come find out some more informa-
tion on our website and feel free to 
contact us for more detailed com-
mercial and pricing details!

www.bmibiomedical.it
info@bmibiomedical.it 

 BMI        
JET DR: Our motorized 
  digital radiographic unit

Visit us at: FIME 2023, Platinum Zone, Stand W33 
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DR range stretches from simple, particularly compact and ratio-
nal configurations to more advanced systems with built-in pro-
grammable positioning, safely ensuring a large patient flow and 
delivering high-quality examinations.
Calypso series is a family of multifunctional DR systems that offers 
top quality results for general radiography imaging.
The integration of all systems with an acquisition workstation and 
digital flat panel detectors guarantees the instantaneous visu-
alization of high-quality digital images, which can be optimised 
thanks to the sophisticated image processing features.
The high maneuverability is an asset for the intense rhythm of the 
emergency department. 
The compact and solid structure provides flexibility and smooth 
movements,ensuring easy and fast patient positioning.
Calypso series accommodate any possible clinical request: in the 
context of overhead tube suspended and floor-based radiogra-
phy systems, Calypso can be fully motorized with auto-position-
ing, motorized with auto-tracking, or manual.

www.gmmspa.com
info@gmmspa.com

  General Medical Merate
   Calypso Series - Multifunctional DR Systems

Visit us at: Smart Medical Fair, www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p4b5z1516
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Giotto Class S is a versatile system that can be be configured for 
2D or/ and 3D breast tomosynthesis imaging choosing between 
different options, accessories and advanced interventional appli-
cations like high-precision tomo-guided biopsy or contrast en-
hanced spectral mammography, including an integrated biopsy 
specimen checker . It features a unique, particularly ergonomic 
design which ensures patient comfort and user-friendliness for 
the operator. The C-arm stand enables a wide freedom of inclina-
tion: it can be tilted downwards and upwards to maximize pa-
tient comfort and breast positioning. 
The system is easy to use and fits small places offering high 
throughput thanks to the increased speed of gantry’s movement 
and positioning.
IMS Giotto is a company of GMM Group.

www.imsgiotto.com
imscomm@imsgiotto.com

  IMS Giotto
Giotto Class S - Productivity combining innovation and quality in the breast care

Visit us at: Smart Medical Fair, www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p5b5z1517
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Giotto Class
The new dimension in Tomosynthesis 
and Breast Biopsy

IMS Giotto S.p.A.
www.imsgiotto.com

imscomm@imsgiotto.com

Design  
Technology 
 Ergonomy
Never seen.
ALL-IN-ONE-SYSTEM 

TOMOSYNTHESIS 

 SYNTHETIC VIEW 

2D MAMMOGRAPHY   

TOMO-BIOPSY in PRONE 
or UPRIGHT POSITION

DUAL-ENERGY
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Innovative Endoscopy Components, LLC 
Endoscope CCD’ Camera Repair Innovation

In an effort, to make a better and more 
functional product to serve the requests 
of our loyal customers, IEC has devel-
oped a new design for our small diameter 
endoscope CCD’ repairs.
This new design significantly reduces the 
diameter of the wire harness creating 
more room for other parts. It gives the 
endoscope CCD’ the ability to angulate 
and move with less stress on the camera 
than ever before. 

We offer this service to endoscope repair 
companies and dealers worldwide.

Please contact us: Innovative Endosco-
py Components, LLC: 320 International 
Parkway, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33325, USA 
Tel: +1 954-217-8780, Fax: +1 954-217-8781

www.lECendoscopy.com
info@endoscopy.md 

Visit us at: Smart Medical Fair 
www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p3b1z1553

Belgian family business founded in 1957, Huckert’s International 
Laboratory produces and develops two premium brands:

- UMONIUM38®, high-level disinfectants.

- PHYTOGEL By HUCKERT’S®, dermatological solutions with 
plant-based formulas.

As part of an ECO-RESPONSIBLE approach, our laboratory is 
committed to marketing products that are risk-free for the op-
erator, the patient, the equipment and the environment.

This is why we are present in various sectors of activity such as 
the medical sector (hospitals, doctors, gynaecologists, dentists, 

veterinarians, etc.), community  (daycare, retirement homes, 
medical and social centres, etc.), the food industry, the phar-
maceutical industry, research laboratories, emergency servic-
es, etc.

Certified ISO 9001 and ISO 13485, we guarantee perfect traceabil-
ity and reproducibility of our products.

Demands, reliability, safety, we protect the most precious thing 
of all: life.

www.huckerts.net
info@huckerts.net 

 Laboratoire Huckert’s      
Infectious Risk Control: Our Expertise since 1957

Visit us at: Smart Medical Fair, www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h6p1b2z22040
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Moviplan iC is the latest-generation X-ray 
system, combining all of the features of 
modularity, ease of use and functionality 
needed for a radiology centre that wants 
to increase productivity and efficiency, in 
any working situation. 
The system based on floor column is the 
ideal choice for medium size operative 
room that can perform a huge range of 
exams and applications, satisfying the dif-
ferent diagnostic needs of every radiology 
centre. The configuration with the ceiling 
tubestand is the perfect solution for those 
who want the fastest workflow, complete 
flexibility and high throughput in a radio-
graphic room. 

All movements can be motorized to of-
fer advanced functions such as stitching 
and auto-positioning. Easy and intuitive 
controls are granted by the user-friendly 
touch screen interface. The system can be 
completed with the new Stitching Ready 
chest stand, simplifying and improving 
full-leg full-spine examinations, thanks to 
the integrated patient support that can 
be positioned quickly.

www.villasm.com
vsminfo@villasm.com

Villa Sistemi Medicali
 Moviplan iC: the tailor-made digital X-ray system

Visit us at: Smart Medical Fair 
www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p1b1z1241

NewTom’s GiANO HR is one of the most 
innovative, high-performance 2D/3D 
devices available today. Available in 3 
configurations, radiologists or dental 
surgeons can choose the most suitable 
version according to their needs, with the 
knowledge that technological upgrading 
is possible every step of the way. 

3D Prime configuration with a 10 x 8 FOV 
is ideal for applications in general dentistry, 
implantology, endodontics, gnathology and 
general orthodontics. 3D Advanced con-
figuration, thanks to a 13 x 16 FOV, extends 
the potential to the fields of dentistry and 
otorhinolaryngology (ENT), including ex-
amination of upper airways. 3D Professional 
configuration boasts an exceptional 16 x 18 
FOV thereby giving access to a new dimen-
sion that includes applications for the entire 
dental-maxillofacial area and cervical spine.
NNT software 
The powerful NNT software provides specif-
ic instruments and interfaces for different 
diagnostic applications: data acquired dur-
ing scanning can be processed in just a few 
simple steps to produce 3D images with a 
resolution among the highest available on 

the market. Low-dose protocols, SafeBeam-
TM technology and servo-assisted align-
ment always ensure low radiation doses for 
patient protection. A choice of three differ-
ent emission levels lets users adjust patient 
exposure by taking into account the actual 
diagnostic needs, while the new 10” touch 
screen control panel makes workflow even 
more versatile and user-friendly.
Exclusive features include advanced 
ApT technology which improve every 2D 
image to ensure the best result for every 
projection. Patented algorithms for 3D 
reconstruction always lead to an optimal 
outcome. Low-dose protocols, using Safe-
BeamTM technology and servo-assisted 
alignment protect patient health, and the 
10” on-board touch screen control panel 
featuring NewTom’s powerful imaging 
software suite with specialist interfaces 
and tools, allows for user-friendly work-
flow and provides professionals with ac-
cess to online assistance.
Unlike traditional sensors, the Cadmium 
Telloride (Cd-Te) Direct Conversion Detec-
tor, now available on NewTom GiANO HR, 
does not require the conversion of X-rays 
into visible light - as it is capable of sens-

ing it directly and converting it into pre-
cise, accurate digital signals. This enables 
extremely high resolution diagnostic im-
ages obtained at low X-rays doses.

www.newtom.it/en/medicale
info@newtom.it
 

  CEFLA
          NewTom GiANO HR 
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Population aging is a global trend 
leading to increased demand for 
healthcare. Governments and com-
panies worldwide are developing 
healthcare technologies for efficient 
and precise treatment and manage-
ment of chronic and acute illnesses. 
Taiwan, a leader in medical technolo-
gies, has an exclusive advantage to 
develop a cross-field value chain with 
expertise in chip-making and ICT. 
Medical Taiwan, hosted by TAITRA 
annually in June, provides a platform 
for professionals in the healthcare 
industry to find supply chain part-
ners and digital healthcare solutions 
from Taiwan’s top-notch medical 

device suppliers and smart health-
care companies.
Taiwan ranks first for the seventh 
year in a row, with a score of 86.43, 
according to Numbeo’s “Health Care 
Index by Country 2022,” a global 
crowd-sourced database of quality 
of life data. 
The Taiwan government prioritizes 
the development of its medical in-
dustry, particularly in elderly care 
and technologies. It aims to make 
the home healthcare and well-be-
ing market worth more than US$10 
billion by 2025. In response to the 
latest industry trends and govern-
ment policies, Medical Taiwan 2023 

features a total of 250 exhibitors who 
will demonstrate their best on the 
following 5 themes: ‘Digital Leap,’ 
‘Supply Chain,’ ‘Innovation Force,’ 
‘People-centric Future,’ and ‘All Age 
Healthcare.’
Visitors who see ‘Digital Leap’ may 
explore the latest solutions in the 
Digital Health and Smart Medical 
areas, where leading smart medical 
device makers such as Faspro, iXen-
sor, dBio, QT Medical, Winnoz, Huijia 
Health, and ThinkCloud will show-
case health detection analyzers, 
wearable stethoscopes, smart moni-
toring, cloud systems, and other cut-
ting-edge technological products. 

Medical Taiwan 2023: Digital Healthcare, 
Innovation and Sustainability

Sign Up Now and Explore Business 
Opportunities with Us in June!
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‘Supply Chain’ will feature an in-
tegrated procurement platform 
for clinic and hospital equipment, 
medical consumables, and medical 
components put together by the 
well-established MOTEX, CSD, Apex-
care, D.C. MEDICAL, Nam Liong H&H, 
SIGMA-CARE, and Joson-Care. Indus-
try associations including the Taiwan 
Medical and Biotech Industry As-
sociation and the Taipei Medical In-
struments Commercial Association 
will also be participating with big 
delegations of member companies, 
showing what Taiwan has to offer to 
the world.
The ‘All Age Healthcare’ theme that 
centers around aged care/assistive 
devices and support technologies 
for elder people addresses the rising 
demand for the aging population, 
whereas the ‘M-novator’ is staged for 
the first time in this year’s Medical 
Taiwan not only to underscore the 
importance of innovation but to fa-
cilitate exchanges between investors 
and healthcare service innovators via 
a variety of forums, pitches, and net-
working events. 

The Future Pavilion is another high-
light of the show that on one hand 
demonstrates how health promo-
tion, personal health management, 
precision care, and medical care at 
home can be facilitated in the ‘Home 
Healthcare Zone,’ while the ‘Sus-
tainable Healthcare Zone’ gives visi-
tors a glimpse into how smart and 
digital applications and end-to-end 
medical services are practiced in a 
sustainable way, presenting a new 
healthcare business model as well as 
a vision of a ‘People-centric Future.’
Medical Taiwan will be held at the 
Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center, 
Hall 2 (TaiNEX 2) from June 8 to 10, 
2023, and is the most important 
business matching trade show for 
Taiwan’s medical device industry. 
TAITRA, with more than 60 overseas 
offices, will be inviting global indus-
try players to visit the exhibition and 
will be enhancing connections with 
emerging markets that have huge 
demographic dividends and growth 
potential. The ‘Health+ Conference’ 
and a number of events, such as 
one-on-one procurement meetings, 

will be held to share what’s new in 
the industry and provide business 
opportunities for whoever visits the 
show. Register online right now and 
join us in exploring what’s next in 
healthcare!

About TAITRA
TAITRA is a non-profit organization 
established by the Taiwanese gov-
ernment in 1970. Its objective is to 
promote Taiwan’s foreign trade and 
facilitate business collaborations. 
TAITRA operates through a network 
of 5 local offices as well as over 60 
offices worldwide, providing trade 
promotion, market research, educa-
tion, and matchmaking services. TAI-
TRA plays a crucial role in enhancing 
Taiwan’s global trade presence and 
promoting economic development.

www.taitra.org.tw



CLIMATE CHANGE
As humans continue to pump more carbon dioxide and other 

greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, patterns of weather and 
water will change around the world. Droughts will become more 
common in some places, floods in others. Glaciers and snow will 

disappear in some areas, affecting the freshwater supplies 
to those downstream communities. These changes will combine 

to make less water available for agriculture, energy generation, cities, 
and ecosystems around the world.
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There’s nothing more essential to life on earth than water. If you’re 

among the 9 out of 10 people on the planet, who have clean water 

around the clock, and a few steps away from you, in your bathroom or 

kitchen, consider yourself lucky. Hundreds of millions of people are not so 

fortunate, and their families pay the price daily.  

The Power of 

WATER 
7:10

min

READING TIME

Author: Silvia Borriello
Editorial Director
silvia.borriello@infodent.com
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There’s nothing more essential to life 
on earth than water. Water covers 
70% of our planet, and it is easy to 
think that there will always be plenty 
of it. Yet, fresh water—to drink, cook, 
bathe in, irrigate our farm fields 
with—is incredibly rare: only 3% of 
the world’s water is fresh water, and 
two-thirds of that is found in frozen 
glaciers or otherwise unavailable for 
our use. As a result, over two billion 
people live in countries where wa-
ter supply is inadequate and far too 
many people are dying of entirely 
preventable diseases because they 
lack access to safe water.
771 million people lack access to 
safe, clean, water. That’s 1 in 10 
people on the planet. 4 billion ex-
perience water scarcity for at least 
one month each year. Inadequate 
sanitation is also a problem. 1.7 bil-
lion people – 1 in 4 – lack access to a 
toilet. And things aren’t getting bet-
ter. On the contrary, water scarcity is 
getting worse due to the catastroph-
ic effects of climate change, as well 
as the bad management of it.
Since 1993, the United Nations recog-
nizes the importance of addressing 
the global water crisis on World Wa-
ter Day, which falls on March 22, each 
year. Since then, progress has been 
made in making clean water accessi-
ble — the number of people who lack 
access to clean water decreased from 
1.1 billion in 2000 to 771 million in 2020. 
Yet, we are, right now, in the middle 
of a serious global water crisis, need-
ing imminent action, as many of the 
water systems that keep ecosystems 
thriving and feed a growing human 
population have become stressed. 
Rivers, lakes, and aquifers are dry-
ing up or becoming too polluted to 

use. More than half the world’s wet-
lands have disappeared. Agriculture 
consumes more water than any 
other source and wastes much of 
that through inefficiencies. Climate 
change is altering patterns of weath-
er and water around the world, caus-
ing shortages and droughts in some 
areas and floods in others. At the 
current consumption rate, this situ-
ation will only get worse. And eco-
systems around the world will suf-
fer even more. By 2025, half of the 
world’s population is projected to 
live in areas where obtaining safe 
water is difficult if not impossible, 
with people living in poverty feel-
ing it first and worst. 
Water connects every aspect of life. 
Dysfunction throughout the water 
cycle is undermining progress on 
all major global issues, from health 
to hunger, gender equality to jobs, 
education to industry, disasters to 
peace. Back in 2015, the U.N. mem-
ber states committed to Sustain-
able Development Goal (SDG) 6, as 
part of the 2030 Agenda, with the 
promise that everyone would have 
safely managed water and sanita-
tion by 2030. Right now, we are se-
riously off-track. Billions of people 
and countless schools, businesses, 
healthcare centers, farms and fac-
tories are being held back because 
their human rights to water and san-
itation have not yet been fulfilled. 
Nonetheless, correcting measures 
can still be taken to avoid the crisis 
to be worsening. There is  increas-
ing awareness that our freshwater 
resources are limited and need to be 
protected both in terms of quantity 
and quality. This water challenge af-
fects not only the water community, 

but also decision-makers and every 
human being.
Whatever the use of freshwater 
(agriculture, industry, domestic 
use), huge saving of water and im-
proving of water management is 
possible. Almost everywhere, wa-
ter is wasted, and as long as people 
are not facing water scarcity, they 
believe access to water is an obvi-
ous and natural thing. With urban-
ization and changes in lifestyle, water 
consumption is bound to increase. 
You and your family, businesses, 
schools, and communities can make 
a difference by changing the way 
you use, consume, and manage wa-
ter in your lives. A lot of people be-
lieve problems like the water crisis 
are so big that they are permanent 
parts of life on this planet. They are 
not. The crisis is solvable, but right 
now! Many great global challenges 
are more solvable than we think—if 
we seek to empower the people who 
are facing those challenges and who 
have great capacity to solve them. 
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There is a water crisis 
today. But the crisis 
is not about having too 
little water to satisfy 
our needs. It is a crisis 
of managing water so badly 
that billions of people 
- and the environment - 
suffer badly."
- World Water Vision 
Report
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For millions of women, children, and communities, 
access to safe water can turn problems into 
potential — unlocking education, economic 
opportunity and improved health.”
- water.org

A GENDER EQUALITY CRISIS
Women and girls bear the greatest burden 
of the global water crisis because in the 
developing world they’re most likely to be 
responsible for collecting water. In rural Af-
rica, the average woman or girl walks 6 kilo-
meters — 3.7 miles — to carry 40 pounds of 
water every day. This takes time away from 
work, school and caring for family affecting 
their ability to study, work, and live with dig-
nity, locking women in a cycle of poverty. 

A HEALTH CRISIS
Nearly 1 million people die each year from 
water, sanitation, and hygiene-related dis-
eases, such as diarrheal, cholera, typhoid 
fever, and other water-borne illnesses. Ac-
cess to safe water and sanitation contrib-
utes to improved health and helps prevent 
the spread of infectious disease. It means 
reduced child and maternal mortality rates. 
It means reduced physical injury from con-
stant lifting and carrying heavy loads of wa-
ter long distances. It means making women 
and girls less exposed to abuse, attack, and 
ill-health. In some underdeveloped areas 
half of the health clinics don’t have clean 
water and 84% don’t even have basic hand-
washing facilities. 

200 M    

2 MIN    494 
million people

practice open defecation

Women and girls spend an 
estimated 200 million hours 
every day collecting water 

Every 2 minutes 
a child dies 

from a water-related 
disease
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AN ECONOMIC CRISIS
Time spent gathering water or seeking safe 
sanitation accounts for billions in lost eco-
nomic opportunities. $260 billion is lost 
globally each year due to lack of basic water 
and sanitation. Access to safe water and san-
itation at home makes families spend less 
money on healthcare and turns time spent 
into time saved, giving families more time 
to pursue education and work opportunities 
that will help them break the cycle of pover-
ty. Empowering women is critical to solving 
the water crisis. When women have access 
to safe water at home, they can pursue more 
beyond water collection and their traditional 
roles. They have time to work and add to their 
household income. 

$260 
billion 

$18.5 B      
Universal access to basic water and                              

sanitation would result in $18.5 billion in economic 
benefits each year from avoided deaths alone.

$260 billion is lost globally 
each year due to lack of basic 

water and sanitation 
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A CHILDREN'S AND 
EDUCATION CRISIS
When children don’t have to walk long dis-
tances to get water, they have more time 
to play, to attend school, and more energy 
to learn. It gives them an opportunity for a 
brighter future. This is especially important 
for girls, who most often spend their days 
collecting water for their families instead of 
focusing on school. Clean water, sanitation, 
and hygiene help kids grow taller, smarter, 
and stronger. They get more nutrition from 
their food because they’re not sick. Families 
can use water to irrigate their gardens to 
grow more nutritious food year-round. 

More than

800
children

3rd
leading cause of child 

death is diarrhea

More than 800 children under 
5 die every day from diarrhea 
caused by contaminated water,
poor sanitation, and unsafe 

hygiene practices.



Play your part by doing what you can!
BE THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE IN THE WORLD

THERE IS AN ANCIENT STORY* OF A HUMMINGBIRD AND 
IT IS ABOUTH HOW WE REACT TO CRISIS.
RIGHT NOW, WE FACE A WATER AND SANITATION CRISIS. 
DO WE STAND AND STARE? OR, DO WE ACT?

*One day in the forest, a fire broke out. 
All the animals ran for their lives.
They stood at the edge of the blaze, looking at the flames in terror and sadness.
Up above their heads, a hummingbird was flying back and forth to the fire, 
over and over again. 
The bigger animals asked the hummingbird what she was doing.
“I am flying to the lake to get water to help put out the fire!
The animals laughed at her and said, “You can’t put out this fire!”
The hummingbird replied, !I’m doing what I can!.”

THE HUNNINGBIRD IS HELPING SOLVE THE PROBLEM, ONE DROP AT A TIME.
SHE IS BEING THE CHANGE SHE WANTS TO SEE IN THE WORLD.
YOU CAN BE A HUMMINGBIRD, TOO. THE ACTIONS YOU TAKE, 
NO MATTER HOW SMALL, WILL HELP SOLVE THE WATER CRISIS.

SEE WHAT PEOPLE ARE DOING 
IN YOUR REGION 
AND CHOOSE YOUR ACTIONS!

www.worldwaterday.org
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A CLIMATE CRISIS
Water is the primary way in which we will 
feel many of the effects of climate change, 
and climate change is exacerbating the 
global water crisis. Millions of families in 
poverty live in regions where water access 
is limited, temporary, or unstable. They are 
less prepared to face the effects of climate 
change like temperature extremes, floods, 
and droughts. Access to sustainable safe 
water and improved sanitation solutions 
can support climate resiliency for the people 
who need it the most. Farmers who depend 
on their crops or livestock to survive may be 
unable to purchase land in a new place, clos-
er to where there is water. So, moving isn’t 
an option for them. 

By 2023,
some 

700 million 
people

could be displaced 
by intense water

scarcity

By 2040,
roughly  

1 in 4 
children 

worldwide will be living 
in areas of extremely 
high water stress

Among Main Sources:
Most of the sources cited are humanitarian 
organizations that you can refer to if you’d 
like to contribute to the crisis:
-water.org –  https://water.org/our-impact/
water-crisis/
-World Vision - https://www.worldvision.org/
clean-water-news-stories/global-water-
crisis-facts
-UNICEF - https://www.unicef.org/wash/
water-scarcity
-WWF -https://www.worldwildlife.org/
threats/water-scarcity
-The United Nations - https://sdgs.un.org/
goals/goal6
-https://www.worldwaterday.org/
-https://fortune.com/2023/03/22/climate-
change-exacerbating-global-water-crisis-
corporations-solution-hurst-white-damon/   
-https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/en/
water-crisis
- https://www.euronews.com/
green/2023/03/08/clean-water-shortages-
steal-womens-time-heres-what-happens-
when-they-get-it-back



As a federation, Austria has nine 
provinces (Länder) including 

Vienna as its capital.

Democratic republic situated in 
central Europe. It covers a territory 

of about 84,000 sq.  kms. 
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Since 1955 Austria has been a 
member of the United Nations, 
joined the European Union in 

1995 and adopted the Euro as its 
currency in 2002.

Austria, largely mountainous 
landlocked country of south-
central Europe. Together with 
Switzerland, it forms what has 

been characterized as the neutral 
core of Europe, notwithstanding 
Austria’s full membership in the 

supranational EU.



Austria’s healthcare is renowned across Europe for being sufficiently 

affordable, accessible, and of a very high standard, nonetheless, the latest 

few years have brought high volume investments in healthcare and major 

reforms aiming to improve population health and costs reduction.

Austria’s 
 Reforming 
  Healthcare

10.00 
min

READING TIME
Author: Silvia Borriello
Editorial Director
silvia.borriello@infodent.com
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Austria has a two-tier healthcare 
system. Virtually all individuals re-
ceive publicly funded care through 
a social health insurance, covering 
the basic needs of most persons 
living legally in the country, as well 
as an optional, and competitive, 
supplementary private health insur-
ance offering additional benefits. 
Care involving private insurance 
plans (sometimes referred to as 
"comfort class" care) can include, 
among other things, no waiting 
times, more flexible visiting hours, 
private rooms and clinics, as well as 
doctors’ choice. Although the qual-
ity of care does not vary hugely, the 
comfort of care might.
Austria has a complex health system 
with responsibilities for health sys-
tem governance being divided be-
tween the federal and the regional 
(Länder) level.
Health insurance is mandatory, 
and universal coverage is very 
high, with 99% of the population 
covered through Social Health 
Insurance (SHI) funds. The fed-
eral government is responsible 
for regulating SHI and most areas 
of healthcare provision. The nine 
states (Länder) regulate and plan 
hospital care in their jurisdictions, 
and are responsible for implemen-
tation, organization, and financing 
of inpatient and outpatient care in 
hospitals, as well as hospital invest-
ment. The organization of ambula-

tory care is largely delegated to the 
self-governing bodies of social in-
surance funds and providers which 
engage in collective negotiations 
on contracts and reimbursement. 
Such a complex structure results 
in fragmentation and some inef-
ficiencies, in particular, between 
federal and Länder governments 
for inpatient care and SHI for am-
bulatory care.
Since 2012, important reforms 
have focused on reducing the 
fragmentation, as well as admin-
istrative costs, in the health sys-
tem by promoting joint planning, 
decision-making and financing, 
mainly achieved via Target-Based 
Governance Agreements. Other 
major reforms that have been im-
plemented include a large nurs-
ing and long-term care reform 
targeting various improvements 
in working conditions, training 
and remuneration for health pro-
fessionals, carers, and care recipi-
ents; the development of a new 
primary care approach, promot-
ing, among other things, the es-
tablishment of multidisciplinary 
primary healthcare units. In addi-
tion, on 1 January 2020, as a part 
of the ongoing healthcare reform, 
the Austrian Social Health Insur-
ance Fund (Die Österreichische 
Gesundheitskasse, ÖGK) was cre-
ated by merging the nine former 
regional health insurance funds. 

The ÖGK is based in Vienna. With 
a volume of benefits of almost 
€15.3 billion and about 20,000 
contractual partners, the Austrian 
Health Insurance Fund covers the 
healthcare services of over 7.2 mil-
lion insured people. A key motive 
for this reform was cost reduction 
(which was mainly achieved by 
cutting personnel) to be accom-
panied by making more resources 
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Austrian health system 
generally provides good 
access to high-quality 
care, but some structural 
issues, including the 
need to pursue reforms to 
overcome fragmentation 
and strengthen primary 
care, remain key 
challenges.

Austria EU

Population size (mid-year est. 2021) 8,955,797 447,319,916

Share of population over age 65 (%) 19.0 20.6

Fertility rate1 (2019) 1.5 1.5

GDP per capita (EUR PPP2) 36,972 29,801

Relative poverty rate3 (%, 2019) 13.3 16.5

Unemployment rate (%) 5.4 7.1

Notes: 1. Number of children born per woman aged 15-49.
 2. Purchasing power parity (PPP) is defined as the rate of currency conversion that 
equalises the purchasing power of different currencies by eliminating the differences in 
price levels between countries. 
3. Percentage of persons living with less than 60 % of median equivalised disposable 
income.  
Source: Eurostat database / World Bank

EFFORTS TO REDUCE 
THE FRAGMENTATION OF 
RESPONSABILITIES 
To overcome the traditional 
fragmentation of the health 
system, the importance of 
joint decision-making bodies 
at federal and Lander level, 
including representatives of 
the three main players (federal 
government, Lander and SHI), 
has increased since 2013. The 
Target-Based Governance 
Commission, established in 2013, 
brought together the federal 
government, SHI funds and the 
Lander to define financial and 
reform targets jointly. These 
are then further specified by 
State Target-Based Governance 
Commissions that bring 
together the main players at the 
Lander level. The Federal Target-
Based Governance Commission 
has also taken the lead for joint 
planning of healthcare provision 
structures through the Austrian 
Structural Plan for Healthcare.
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available to patients. However, in 
early assessments of the ÖGK in 
2021, it became clear that person-
nel costs had increased by more 
than 3%. Moreover, the negotia-
tions between the Austrian health 
insurance fund and the Medical 
Chamber regarding the imple-
mentation of a new nationwide 
catalog of services for all health 
insurance physicians are planned 
to take place. The main goal is to 
develop a degree with the Medical 
Chamber regarding the care man-
date and range of services, which 
is expected to be ready by 2024.

Health funding and expenditure - 
Overseen by the Federal Ministry 
of Labor, Social Affairs, Health, and 
Consumer Protection, healthcare 
is primarily public. Specifically, 
wage-earners making over a cer-
tain amount, have a portion of 
their salary automatically deduct-
ed for healthcare, a pension, and 
accident insurance. Healthcare is 
free of charge for people with low 
or no income, or for those who are 
disabled, studying, or retired. The 
health system is thus financed by 
a mix of general tax revenues and 
compulsory social health insur-
ance (SHI) contributions (through 
both employee and employer 
contributions). Thus, financing is 
very fragmented with the federal 
level, regional level (Länder and 
municipalities) and SHI funds all 
contributing to the budget. SHI 
contributions represent the larg-
est share of revenue (45% in 2019). 
Direct government spending con-
stitutes the second largest share 
(33%). Private spending accounts 
for the remainder, with voluntary 
health insurance playing a rela-
tively minor role, accounting for 
just over 7% of this spending.

When compared to other na-
tional health systems across 
the EU, Austria’s health system 
is relatively expensive. Health 
expenditure amounts, on aver-
age, to 10.4% of GDP, above the 
EU average of 9.9%. The pan-
demic caused health spending 
as a share of GDP to rise sharply 
to 11.5% in 2020. In 2019, spend-
ing on health per capita was the 
fifth highest in the EU after Lux-
embourg, Germany, the Neth-

erlands, and Sweden. Spending 
on health from public sources 
accounted for 75% of the total, 
which is below the EU average 
of 80%. In contrast, out-of-pock-
et (OOP) spending accounted 
for nearly 18%, which is above 
the EU average (15%). Most treat-
ments deemed necessary and 
effective by the insurance carri-
ers are covered, with modest to 
significant co-payment for dental 
and vision care as well as health 
aids. Coverage extends to (medi-
cally necessary) hospitalizations 
and surgeries, and includes ba-
sic dental, vision, and orthopedic 
care. Co-payments are charged 
for reimbursed pharmaceuticals, 

higher-end dental, vision, and or-
thopedic care, elective surgery, 
mental health therapies, etc. In 
2019, OOP spending was related 
mainly to outpatient medical care 
(21% of the total), pharmaceuti-
cals (20.7%), long-term care (18%), 
and dental care (17%). Despite 
higher OOP payments, Austria 
has low levels of unmet medi-
cal care needs for financial or 
other reasons, due to the gen-
erous benefits package that is 
available within public health. 
Direct payments for benefits not 
covered by SHI funds represent 
the largest share. Exemptions for 
co-payments apply for certain 
population groups, including so-
cially deprived groups, patients 
with notifiable infectious diseases, 
people in compulsory community 
service or asylum seekers under 
federal care, pensioners entitled 
to compensatory allowances, chil-
dren, or co-insured dependents 
up to the age of 18. In spite of this, 
inequalities in healthcare have 
arisen, particularly between those 
able to afford additional private 
insurance and those who cannot. 
Still, inequalities between ordi-

Two major health reforms 
have aimed to improve 
population health and to 
overcome the fragmentation of 
responsibilities and financing 
by promoting joint planning, 
decision-making and financing. 

Spending on health per capita was among the highest in the EU in 
2019. Austria spends substantially more than most countries on hospital 
inpatient care, while spending on prevention is lower than average. It also 
has relatively high numbers of physicians and hospital beds. While three 
quarters of all health expenditure is publicly funded, direct out-of-pocket 
spending by households is higher than the EU average.

Source: OECD/European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies (2021), 
Austria: Country Health Profile 2021, State of Health in the EU, OECD Publishing, 
Paris/European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, Brussels. ISBN 
9789264879645 (PDF) 



nary and private patients are much 
less pronounced than, for example, 
in Germany. In contrast to Germa-
ny, civil servants pay into the same 
public health insurance system as 
everyone else. One element of the 
government’s tax reform passed 
in late 2021 included a reduction 
in health insurance contributions 
for lower income earners (worth 
about €300 per year).

Infrastructure and human re-
sources - Most of the public and 
private non-profit hospitals are 
owned by the Länder, the munici-
palities or by non-profit institu-
tions, whereby the Länder are the 
largest group of owners with 55.9% 
of all hospital beds. The majority 
of primary healthcare and special-
ized ambulatory care is provided 
by independent private practices 
of which 62% have a contract with 
one or more SHI funds. Ambulatory 
care is regulated by collective con-
tracts negotiated on a regular ba-
sis between SHI funds and federal 
and regional medical chambers. 
All hospitals are contracted collec-
tively by the SHI funds, regardless 
of whether they are publicly or pri-
vately owned as long as they offer 
services covered by SHI-funds. 
Austria has a very large hospital in-
patient sector, with 531 acute care 
hospital beds per 100,000 popula-

tion in 2019, a ratio that is the third 
highest in the EU after Bulgaria 
and Germany, and well above the 
EU average of 387 beds per 100,000 
population. 
Both hospitals and medical equip-
ment are equally distributed across 
the country, and generally well 
equipped with major medical equip-
ment relative to population. In 2020, 
the ratio of MRI scanners increased 
from 1.91 in 2012 to 2.53 in 2020 and 
is mostly related to the growth of 

 Among the investments in 
the healthcare sector is the 
renovation of Vienna’s General 
Hospital: the city plans to spend 
$1.6 billion between now and 
2030 to modernize Vienna’s most 
important teaching hospital.
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Note: OOP: out-of-pocket; VHI: voluntary health insurance.
Source: Austria: Health system summary, 2022. ISBN 9789289059367

COMPOSITION OF OUT-OF-POCKET  PAYMENTS, 2019

Physicians/100 000 pop. EU Average

Physicians (practicing) 535/100 000 393/100 000

Nurses (practicing) 1,048 /100 000 835/100 000

Total No. of Physicians, 2020 47,674

No. of General Medical Practitioners (GPs) 13,280

No. of General Pediatricians 1,502

No. of Gynecologists and obstetricians 2,033

No. of Psychiatrists 1,848

No. of Medical group of specialists 11,092

No. of Surgical group of specialists 9,874

Other specialists not elsewhere classified 61

Sources: Eurostat 2020 / Austria: Health system summary, 2022 -ISSN 2958-9193
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private investments in the ambula-
tory (extramural) sector, while the 
number of CT scanners decreased 
slightly from 2.98 to 2.85 in the 
same period. Among the invest-
ments in the healthcare sector is 
the renovation of Vienna’s General 
Hospital: the city plans to spend $1.6 
billion between now and 2030 to 
modernize Vienna’s most important 
teaching hospital.
Although Austria remains a top scor-
er in terms of the number of physi-
cians and nurses per inhabitants, 
a recurrent issue in recent political 
debates on healthcare has been 
the shortage of physicians in some 
(non-urban) regions. Compared 
with most EU countries, Austria 
has low levels of unmet needs for 
medical care due to cost, waiting 
time or travel distance: 0.4% in 
2020 with almost no difference 
between income groups. However, 
waiting times for treatments in hos-
pitals differ significantly between 
patients. Moreover, waiting times 
for, and opening times of, ambula-
tory (extramural) specialists affect 
many patients in Austria, especially 
for radiological examination. In 
addition, the sharply increasing 
share of non-contracted physi-
cians and decreasing number of 
contracted physicians, particu-
larly among general practitioners 
(GPs ), but also certain specialists 
such as pediatricians, is a major 
cause for concern. The situation 
jeopardizes the principles of equity 
of access to ambulatory care be-
cause fees of GPs and specialists 
without a SHI contract are largely 
unregulated and only partly cov-
ered by SHI. While the number of 
contracted physicians decreased by 
about 4% between 2012 and 2021, 

the number of non-contracted phy-
sicians increased by nearly 31% in 
the same period.
As private patient physicians in 

general are not available to people 
without private healthcare insur-
ance and, given population aging 
and therefore increased demand 

Although Austria remains a 
top scorer in terms of the 
number of physicians and 
nurses per inhabitants, a 
recurrent issue in recent 
political debates on 
healthcare has been the 
shortage of physicians in 
some (non-urban) regions. 

Number of hospitals 264

Number of beds 62,873

MRI scanners per 100 000 pop. 2,53

CT scanners per 100 000 pop. 2,85

Note: Data for MRI and CT scanner units Include those in ambulatory facilities and acute 
hospitals. 
Source: Eurostat, 2021, taken from: Austria: Health system summary, 2022 -ISSN 2958-9193

Note: EEA: European Economic Area; EU: European Union. Data refer to 2020 except 
for Italy (2019), Iceland (2018) and United Kingdom (2018). 
Source: Eurostat (2021), based on EU-SILC. Taken from: Austria: Health system 
summary, 2022 -ISSN 2958-9193

UNMET NEEDS FOR A MEDICAL EXAMINATION (DUE TO COST, WAITING 
TIME, OR TRAVEL DISTANCE), BY INCOME QUINTILE, EU/EEA COUNTRIES, 2020



on healthcare services, this develop-
ment provides a clear picture as to 
the overall quality of services provid-
ed (exclusively) by the public health-
care system. 
Austria’s health system remains 
hospital-centric, based on solo 
practitioners, and potentially 
avoidable hospital admissions for 
chronic conditions have tradition-
ally been higher than in most other 
European countries. To address 
this, past and ongoing efforts are 
aimed at reducing the fragmenta-
tion between inpatient and ambu-
latory care and strengthening pri-
mary healthcare.
Primary care is provided by inde-
pendently practicing physicians 
and specialized ambulatory care 
by independent private practices, 
outpatient clinics and hospital out-
patient departments. The provision 
of health services is characterized 
by free choice of provider and un-
restricted access to all levels of care 
(GPs, specialists, and hospitals). 
Access to GPs is generally good. 
Patients are able to obtain same-
day GP appointments. However, 
its primary care system is gener-
ally considered relatively weak due 
to its strong reliance on specialist 
and inpatient care, with the second 

highest hospital discharge rate 
among OECD countries. Although 
the country has among the high-
est physician density, only 8% of 
physicians work as GPs within pri-

mary care, and mainly in solo prac-
tices (Austrian Physician Chamber, 
2022). The current primary health-
care reform aims to establish new 
multi-professional primary care 
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Mortality from preventable and treatable causes in 2018 was lower
in Austria than the EU average. Nevertheless, Austria lagged
behind many other EU countries on preventable mortality,
suggesting that more could be done to scale up prevention and
reduce risk factors for cancer and other leading causes of death.

Source: OECD/European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies (2021), 
Austria: Country Health Profile 2021, State of Health in the EU, OECD Publishing, 
Paris/European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, Brussels. ISBN 
9789264879645 (PDF)  

Austria OECD* Average

Life expectancy 
(2019 or nearest year)
Years of life at birth

82.0 81.0

Self-rated health
(2019 or nearest year)
Population in poor health 
(% population 15+)

7.8 8.5



m
ar

ke
t 

ou
tl

oo
k

In
fo

m
ed

ix
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l |

  2
 2

02
3

 31 

Austria OECD Average

21 17

Alcohol (2019 or nearest year)
Liters consumed per capita 
(population 15+)

12 9

Overweight/obese (2019 or 
nearest year) Population with 
BMI>=25 (% population 15+)

51 56

Air pollution (2019 or nearest 
year) Deaths due to ambient 
particulate matter pollution 
(per 100 000 population)

27 29

Austria OECD Average

(2019 or nearest year) Population 
eligible for core services (% population)

100 98

(2019 or nearest year) Population satisfied  
with availability of quality health care (% 
population)

86 71

Financial protection
(2019 or nearest year) Expenditure covered 
by compulsory prepayment 
(% total expenditure)

75 74



m
ar

ke
t 

ou
tl

oo
k

In
fo

m
ed

ix
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l |

  2
 2

02
3

 32 

units, which offer more comprehensive 
services, longer opening hours and team-
based care. As of early 2022, 30 out of a 
planned 75 primary care centers had been 
established. These primary care centers 
have a minimum of a core team of GPs 
and qualified nurses and may also include 
pediatricians and other health and social 
professionals. They can be set up either as 
centers with one location or as networks 
with several practice locations and prac-
tice assistants.

Health status - The development of the 
healthcare environment in Austria is 
largely in line with European trends. At 
the height of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, the Austrian healthcare system was 
tested to its limits. A survey study found 
that public trust in the Austrian health-
care system decreased signif icantly over 
the f irst year of the pandemic (early 2020 
through to early 2021), although less so 
than trust in the government. In the 
wake of the coronavirus pandemic, life 

expectancy for people living in Austria 
decreased slightly, but less dramatically 
than in several other countries.
However, in spite of the mentioned ex-
ceptional event, overall, Austrians are 
quite satisfied with the quality of care 
they receive. Life expectancy at birth is 
above the EU average and low amenable 
mortality rates indicate that healthcare 
is more effective than in many other EU 
countries. However, behavioral risk factors, 
including smoking and alcohol use, as well 

Austria OECD Average

Safe primary care
(2019 or nearest year) Antibiot-
ics prescribed (defined daily 
dose per 1 000 people)

12.1 17

Effective primary care 
(2019 or nearest year) Avoidable 
COPD admissions 
(per 100 000 people, age-sex 
standardized)

193 171

Effective preventive care 
(2019 or nearest year) Mammog-
raphy screening within the past 
two years (% of women 50+)

75 62

Effective secondary care 
(2019 or nearest year) 30 day mor-
tality following AMI (per 100,000 
people, age-sex standardized)

5 7
Austria OECD Average

Health spending 
(2019 or nearest year)
% of GDP

10.4 8.8

Long-term care 
spending (2019 or nearest year)
% of GDP

1.5 /

Doctors
(2019 or nearest year)
Practicing physicians (per 1 000 
population)

5.3 3.6

Nurses 
(2019 or nearest year)
Practicing nurses (per 1 000 
population)

10.4 8.8

Hospital beds
(2019 or nearest year)
Per 1 000 population

7.2 4.4



m
ar

ke
t 

ou
tl

oo
k

In
fo

m
ed

ix
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l |

  2
 2

02
3

 33 

 KEY HEALTH REFORMS OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS

• Austrian health targets (2012): to increase healthy life expectancy until 2032, following the WHO recommendation to 
develop frameworks to maximize the health status of the entire population

•  First Federal Target-Based Governance Agreement (2013): to establish a joint, target-based health governance 
system bringing together the major actors (federal government, state governments, and SHI funds) in the health 
system

• Minimum quality management requirements for health care providers, revision of quality strategy (2016/2017): 
to define minimum standards for quality management that have to be fulfilled by all health care providers

• Health Promotion Strategy adopted by the B-ZK (2014, updated in 2016), National Strategy on Improving 
the Quality of Communication in Healthcare (2016): to coordinate health promotion actions in Austria including 
regulations for the allocation of resources

• Revision of the Austrian Structural Plan for Healthcare and Regional Structural Plans for Healthcare (2017): to 
strengthen joint health care planning and extending traditional hospital planning to ambulatory (extramural) care 
and rehabilitation care planning as well as major equipment planning in the Austrian Structural Plan for Healthcare

• Second Federal Target-Based Governance Agreement (2017): to further strengthen and institutionalize cooperation 
between federal government, state governments and SHI funds

• Primary Health Care Act (2017): to strengthening primary and ambulatory care, in particular to regulate the scope of 
services, contractual and organizational requirements of primary health care units, and to establish first pilot projects 
of multi-professional and interdisciplinary primary health care units

• Reform of social health insurance funds (2020): consolidating the previous 18 SHI funds into five funds (3 of which 
are exclusively health insurance funds). The nine regional SHI funds form a single fund which covers about 82% of the 
insured population

• Nursing and long-term care reform (2022): comprehensive measure aimed at strengthening health and care 
professionals’ work practices, investing in training of nurses and LTC professionals and improving working conditions 
and caring situations of LTC recipients and caring relatives.

as diet and low physical activity, remain im-
portant drivers of mortality in Austria.
Medical Market - In recent years, the Aus-
trian biotechnology industry has experi-
enced rapid growth, becoming amongst 
Europe’s leading centers of biotechnology, 
with currently more than 150 biotechnol-
ogy businesses. With over 900 wellness 
establishments, cosmetic treatments and 
alternative medicine are also popular, de-
spite being paid out of pocket. Together 
with technologies for treating age-relat-
ed ailments, technologies that can help 
reduce waste and improve efficiency 
are growing increasingly important as 
administrators work to reduce the high 
cost of healthcare. Examples include 
health IT solutions, preventive medicine, 
minimally invasive surgical methods and 
products, and cheaper and more efficient 

screening and diagnostic technologies. 
Cutting-edge IT, including artificial intel-
ligence, clinical decision support, big data 
applications, telemedicine, and telemoni-
toring, are attracting interest.
Austria imports most of its medical devic-
es. Major suppliers are Germany (around 
31% of the market), the U.S. (15%), as well 
as Switzerland, South Korea, the Nether-
lands, China, and Japan. There are around 
550 companies in Austria that produce or 
sell medical technologies, of which 171 are 
manufacturers and 383 are distribution or 
service companies. 

Among Main Sources:
Extracts from: European Observatory on Health 
Systems and Policies. 
Bachner F, Bobek J, Habimana K, Ladurner J, 
Lepuschutz L, Ostermann H, Rainer L, Schmidt A 
E,Zuba M, Quentin W, Winkelmann J (2022). Aus-
tria: Health system summary, 2022.
ISSN 2958-9193 (online) ISBN 9789289059367
- Health at a Glance 2021: OECD Indicators. https://
www.oecd.org/health/health-at-a-glance.htm.
-OECD/European Observatory on Health Systems 
and Policies (2021), Austria: Country Health Profile 
2021, State of Health in the EU, OECD Publishing, 
Paris/European Observatory on Health Systems 
and Policies, Brussels. ISBN 9789264879645 (PDF) 
Series: State of Health in the EU           SSN 25227041 
(online)
-Healthcare reform in Austria: Austria health in-
surance fund established: https://mtrconsult.com/
news/healthcare-reform-austria-austrian-health-
insurance-fund-established
-International Trade Administration, U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce. For full report on Austria: 
https://www.trade.gov/healthcare-resource-guide-
austria
-https://www.sgi-network.org/2022/Austria/Social_
Policies
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It is with great humility and en-
thusiasm that I begin my tenure 
as the 2023–2024 AAOS president, 
having just completed an exciting 
AAOS 2023 Annual Meeting, held 
March 7 to 11 at the Venetian Con-
vention & Expo Center in Las Vegas. 
By all accounts, the meeting was 
a resounding success, with more 
than 22,000 people convening to 
experience world-class education, 
innovation, networking, and col-
laboration.
More than 2,000 faculty mem-
bers contributed to an exceptional 
education program, which fea-
tured a diverse array of learning 
formats that touched nearly every 
facet of orthopaedic practice. Or-

thoDome™, a state-of-the-art sur-
gical video education experience, 
spanned 2.5 days and drew stand-
ing-room-only crowds on a variety 
of clinical topics. The new Spanish-
language track debuted and of-
fered attendees the chance to ex-
perience f ive educational sessions 
presented in Spanish. The medical 
student program was expanded to 
include 200 students. Nearly 1,600 
paper and poster abstracts high-
lighted the latest research in or-
thopaedics.
The Exhibit Hall housed more than 
200,000 square feet of exhibits and 
showcased the latest techniques 
and technologies in orthopaedics 
from more than 600 companies. 
Other Exhibit Hall highlights in-
cluded education programming 
offering in-depth and hands-on 
opportunities for attendees to 
discover new ways to transform 
their practices and advance pa-
tient care. We also hosted a well-
attended Happy Hour in the Hall 
for meeting attendees.
The Annual Meeting provided op-
portunities to collaborate and con-
nect with colleagues from more 
than 130 countries and varying sub-
specialties—two of the most val-
ued aspects of the meeting. AAOS 
welcomed Germany as the Guest 
Nation, and the Combined Meet-
ing of Orthopaedic Associations 
was held in conjunction with AAOS 
2023. AAOS-hosted events, such 
as the New Member Luncheon, 
Resident Bowl, Speed Mentoring 

for Residents, and the PrideOr-
tho Luncheon, helped forge many 
meaningful connections.
AAOS 2023 continued a long tradi-
tion of honoring the leaders whose 
contributions advance the f ield of 
orthopaedics. “The Your Academy 
2023” event highlighted mem-
bers of our AAOS leadership team; 
AAOS award winners; and golf 
legend Tom Watson, who was the 
Presidential Guest Speaker.
The success of the AAOS 2023 An-
nual Meeting was due in no small 
part to the contributions of the 
many volunteer leaders, faculty, 
exhibitors, sponsors, and attend-
ees who participated. Thank you 
to everyone who helped make this 
meeting such a success. A special 
thanks goes to our Annual Meet-
ing Committee, ably chaired by 
Matthew T. Provencher, MD, MBA, 
CAPT MC USNR (Ret.), FAAOS, and 
the outstanding Annual Meeting 
staff.
I hope to see an even greater 
turnout at the AAOS 2024 An-
nual Meeting, to be held Feb. 12 
to 16, 2024, at the Moscone Cen-
ter in San Francisco. When mak-
ing your plans, be sure to note that 
based on feedback from our mem-
bers and other Annual Meeting 
attendees, the meeting days are 
shifting to Monday through Friday, 
rather than the traditional Tuesday 
through Saturday.
The 2024 Annual Meeting promis-
es to be another can’t-miss event, 
with a broad range of innovative 

AAOS Hosts Its Most 
Successful Annual 
Meeting since 2019

Board of Directors looks to the future and starts work on new five-year strategic plan

Kevin J. Bozic, MD, MBA, FAAOS, 2023–
2024 AAOS president. 
He also is the inaugural chair of the De-
partment of Surgery and Perioperative 
Care at Dell Medical School at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.
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educational formats and a packed 
social agenda that will take advan-
tage of all that San Francisco has 
to offer. Specialty society programs 
will again bookend the meeting on 
Monday, Feb. 12, and Friday, Feb. 16. 
Do not forget to adjust your Super 
Bowl Sunday (Feb. 11) and Valen-
tine’s Day (Feb. 14) plans accord-
ingly, maybe even bringing your 
signif icant other with you to San 
Francisco.

Beyond 2023
Although it is exciting to reflect on 
our recent successes, your AAOS 
leadership remains focused on 
preparing our members for con-
tinued success in a rapidly evolv-
ing healthcare environment. AAOS’ 
current f ive-year Strategic Plan 
runs through the end of 2023, and 
we recently launched a new effort 
to develop a refreshed 2024–2028 
Strategic Plan.
The development process will take 
place throughout 2023 and be in-
formed by diverse stakeholder 
voices across the AAOS ecosystem 

in the form of marketplace data 
and feedback from our members 
and other key constituents, which 
we will solicit through surveys, in-
terviews, and more.
The Strategic Plan is vitally impor-
tant to codify AAOS’ direction and 
act as a lens for decision making 
and resource allocation. The plan 
will establish priorities for where 
AAOS will focus and invest to 
achieve our mission of serving our 
profession to provide the highest-
quality musculoskeletal care. Since 
2019, the current Strategic Plan 
has shaped priorities to improve 
the member experience; equip our 
members to thrive in value-based 
environments; and evolve AAOS’ 
culture to be more strategic, inno-
vative, and diverse.
Among other efforts, AAOS 
launched a new membership app 
and the Resident Orthopaedic 
Core Knowledge (ROCK) program; 
expanded our family of regis-
tries; advocated for legislative and 
regulatory changes to reduce the 
administrative burden placed on 

orthopaedic surgeons and their 
practices; and took steps to create 
a more diverse, equitable, and in-
clusive culture within our specialty. 
To that end, we launched the IDEA 
Grant Program™ to promote di-
versity in orthopaedics, as well as 
specialty society grants to promote 
greater partnership and innovation 
in collaborative research. Finally, 
the AAOS Leadership Institute (ALI) 
has helped to expand members’ 
access to volunteer opportunities 
and develop future leaders.
I am honored to have the opportu-
nity to lead AAOS during this piv-
otal time in our history, which will 
inform how we support our mem-
bers and profession to better serve 
our patients over the next f ive years 
and beyond. Thank you for your 
willingness to share your perspec-
tives as we embark on this next 
phase of our journey to strengthen 
our position as the trusted lead-
ers in advancing musculoskeletal 
health.

For more info - www.aaos.org



LAS VEGAS, April 2023 - As the busi-
ness of biologic products has con-
tinued to grow, scrutiny from the 
FDA and other federal authorities 
on the use and promotion of bio-
logics has also increased, accord-
ing to a speaker.
Although the FDA provides physi-
cians with guidance on the use of 
biologics, Scott P. Bruder, MD, PhD, 
noted the agency does not regu-
late the practice of medicine.
“Too many physicians believe that 
the FDA regulates how you prac-

tice medicine. They do not,” Bruder 
said in his presentation during the 
combined Arthroscopy Associa-
tion of North America and Biologic 
Association Specialty Day at the 
American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons Annual Meeting. “They 
regulate how sponsor companies 
make products available.”
Part of the FDA guidance includes 
products that are “eligible for FDA 
exemption if they are minimally 
manipulated and used in a homolo-
gous fashion,” according to Bruder. 
“You cannot use a bone to recreate 
a cartilage and call that homolo-
gous use, for example,” he said.
Bruder noted orthopedic surgeons 
can convert an exam room into a 
laboratory and prepare platelet-
rich plasma and bone marrow as-
pirate concentrate properly with-
out any repercussions. However, 
the FDA and federal authorities 
consider culture-expanded cells or 
isolating and delivering fragments 
of complex cell populations as ac-
tivities of a biologic manufacturing 
facility, which requires a biologic 
license. Surgeons can only use cer-
tain biologic products through an 
FDA registration study and only 
on patients enrolled in the study, 
Bruder said.

In addition, he said promotional 
and marketing materials of bio-
logic products have been under 
scrutiny of the FDA and Federal 
Trade Commission and must be 
“on label.”
“It does not matter if Mrs. Jones 
could barely get off the couch be-
fore you treated her and now she 
climbs Mount Everest. If you put 
her on your website saying that you 
are subject to some serious scruti-
ny and possible prosecution. That 
is not consistent with the labeling,” 
Bruder said.

Taken from: https://www.healio.com/
news/orthopedics/20230420/speaker-
biologic-use-promotional-material-
need-to-be-in-alignment-with-on-la-
bel-use
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Speaker: Biologic use, promotional 
material need to be in alignment 
with on label use

Key takeaways:
• Biologic products need to 
be minimally manipulated and 
used in a homologous fashion.

• Promotional and marketing 
materials of biologic 
products must be “on label.”

Scott P. Bruder, MD, PhD
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The British Orthodontic Associa-
tion are delighted to congratulate 
John McFall on his selection as the 
world’s first person with a disability 
to undergo astronaut training with 
the European Space Agency. 
John had his right leg amputated 
following a motorcycle accident in 
2000 and following that obtained 
a BSc and MSc in Sports and Exer-
cise Science in South Wales, with a 
particular interest in biomechan-
ics and gait analysis. John learnt to 
run again using a prosthetic knee 
and competed at the Paralympic 
Games in Beijing 2008, winning a 
bronze medal in the 100 metres.
He then studied medicine, grad-
uating from Cardiff University 
School of Medicine in 2014. He is 
currently a Trauma and Orthopae-
dic registrar in the Wessex Deanery 
and lives with his wife and three 
children in the north-east of Hamp-
shire.
John has said he hopes to inspire 

others and show that “science is for 
everyone... and potentially space 
is for everyone” We really hope he 
makes it through and takes ortho-
paedics into space! 
To learn more on John’s story 
www.boa.ac.uk

Taken from: https://www.boa.ac.uk/re-
source/john-mcfall-selected-as-world-
s-f irst-person-with-a-disability-to-un-
dergo-astronaut-training.html

John McFall Selected as World’s 
First person With a Disability 
to Undergo Astronaut Training

Subspecialty
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John McFall became an amputee 
following a motorcycle accident in 2000 

and following that obtained a BSc and 
MSc in Sports and Exercise Science in 
South Wales, with a particular interest 

in biomechanics and gait analysis.  John 
competed at the Paralympic Games in 

Beijing 2008 and then studied medicine, 
graduating from Cardiff University in 
2014.  He is currently a Trauma and 

Orthopaedic ST6 in the Wessex Deanery 
and lives with his wife and three children 

in the north east of Hampshire.

shared more than one cathartic moment with 
my incredibly supportive family and close 
friends. I cursed and I cried. I recall lying in my 
hospital bed as an inpatient in Roehampton, 
back when the Douglas Bader ward still existed. 
It was about one o’clock in the morning and I 
couldn’t sleep for rumination. I found myself 
sobbing. Absolutely uncontrollably. I reached 
for a heavy book on my bedside table. It was 
a photo album that I had been filling with 
memories of my travels. I turned to the inside 
of the back cover and began scribbling some 
words. The gist of my ramblings brought into 
sharp focus the fact that I was alive and loved; 
and that behind the doors for which I was now 
reaching lay only opportunity. 

In 2001 I started a degree in Sports and 
Exercise Science at Swansea University. 
It was there that I taught myself to run again. 
It wasn’t pretty. Running on a prosthetic knee 
and foot designed primarily for walking requires 
you to go all in – you’ve really got to commit 
and put a lot of effort in to do anything that 

I ’m woken by the warmth of the infusion 
of contrast into my femoral vessels. 
Immediately I have flash backs to the 
accident. To the dust. The blood. The 
pain. To my helplessness. My elbow 

bloody hurts. I lift my head to see a spanning 
ex-fix on my right leg. The angiogram confirms 
an avascular limb, and the consequences of 
tissue ischaemia were starting to affect my 
physiology. I have an emotional conversation 
with my father who has flown urgently from the 
UK to meet me.

In August 2000 at the age of 19, I crashed a 
motorcycle on Koh Samui, Thailand. I probably 
suffered an open knee dislocation or open tibial 
plateau fracture with vascular injury – but in 
truth, I can’t be sure. What was certain was that 
I returned to the UK with five fewer toes than 
I’d left with, and a piece of my right tibia and 
fibula in a jar of formalin. Quite the souvenir! 

In the months following my injury, I wrestled 
with coming to terms with my new identity. I 

Keeping up with  
the active amputee John McFall

“The functionality of 
an advanced waterproof 
microprocessor knee has allowed 
me to live a ‘normal’ life. I 
can run for a Frisbee, go rock-
pooling with my children, and 
help them learn to swim in the 
sea. I can walk up and down 
stairs foot over foot, and go 
about being a surgical trainee 
without people ever knowing 
I’m a through knee amputee.”
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Wake Forest Institute for Regen-
erative Medicine (WFIRM) scientists 
have created a promising injectable 
cell therapy to treat osteoarthritis 
that both reduces inflammation and 
also regenerates articular cartilage.

Recently identified by the Food 
and Drug Administration as a pub-
lic health crisis, osteoarthritis af-
fects more than 520 million people 
worldwide who deal with pain and 
inflammation. Osteoarthritis is 
typically induced by mechanical or 
traumatic stress in the joint, leading 
to damaged cartilage that cannot 
be repaired naturally.
Osteoarthritis is a disease of the 
joint system. The joint includes a 
synovial membrane – a connective 
tissue that lines the inner surface 
of the joint. The membrane func-
tions to protect the joint and se-
cretes a lubricating fluid filled with 
cell elements needed to maintain a 
healthy environment and to provide 
friction free movement.
In healthy joints when an injury oc-
curs, the body recruits an army of 
inflammatory cells and sends them 
to the injury site to contribute to 
cleaning of the damaged tissues. In 
the osteoarthritic joint, however, a 
traumatic injury leads to inflamma-
tion of the synovial membrane and 
cartilage damage.

“With time, the inflammation wors-
ens, leading to degradation of the 
cartilage lining the joint bones and 
chronic inflammation in the sur-
rounding tissues. For patients, this 
causes severe pain, swelling and 
often limits daily activities,” said 
co-author Gary Poehling, MD, an or-
thopedic surgeon at Atrium Health 
Wake Forest Baptist.
For this study, published in Science 
Advances, the journal of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, the research team 
set out to investigate what is taking 
place in the osteoarthritic joint en-
vironment that keeps the healing 
process from happening.

“We evaluated whether the cell 
population present in the joint fluid 
environment lacked the capability 
to contribute to functional tissue re-
pair, or if there is something in the 
environment that impairs their abil-
ity to do so,” said Gustavo Moviglia, 
PhD, a WFIRM researcher.
The team isolated cells from the 
joint fluid of osteoarthritic patients, 
separated the cells from the fluid 
and investigated them alone, but 
also in the presence of the autolo-
gous fluid. Separated from the 
fluid, they saw that the cells had 
the ability to undergo processes 
required for functional tissue re-
pair. When they added a small per-
centage of the fluid back into the 
cell culture assay, the cells’ abili-
ties were impaired – they couldn’t 
do their job – suggesting that the 
specific osteoarthritic environment 
stops them.
Based on these findings and what 
is known about functional tissue 
repair, a cell therapy was designed 
that can overcome the inflamma-
tory environment and also regener-
ate cartilage.
“Cartilage activated immune cells 
that target inflammation, com-
bined with progenitor cells aid tis-
sue regeneration,” said Anthony 
Atala, MD, senior author and direc-
tor of WFIRM. “It’s really a dynamic 
communication between these two 
cell populations that are crucial for 
the efficacy of the treatment.”
The combination of cells leads to si-
multaneous treatment of several of 
the aspects involved in osteoarthri-
tis: synovial inflammation, cartilage 
degradation, subchondral bone 
sclerosis and innervation of pain 
sensory neurons.
The therapy was tested in a pre-
clinical model and was found to 
have the ability to reverse cartilage 
damage in the synovial membrane 
and diminish the inflammation as 
well. To evaluate clinical efficacy, 
a compassionate use study was 
conducted in nine patients with 
confirmed osteoarthritis who each 

received one or two injections. Ef-
ficacy was evaluated through scor-
ing of pain and functional living, 
MRI scans pre- and post-treatment 
and a biopsy from one patient was 
obtained.
Once treated, the patients expe-
rienced improved quality of life, 
ability to participate in recreational 
activities, and reduced pain. Ad-
ditionally, MRI studies confirmed 
cartilage regeneration. Additional 
clinical studies are required to eval-
uate the outcome in a larger patient 
population as well as to evaluate 
potential differences in patients in 
specific subgroups.

Taken from: https://www.news-medical.
net/news/20230421/New-injectable-cell-
therapy-shows-promise-for-treating-os-
teoarthritis.aspx

Article Reviewed by Emily Henderson, B.Sc.

Source:
Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist

Journal reference:
Bolander, J., et al. (2023). The synovial en-
vironment steers cartilage deterioration 
and regeneration. Science Advances. doi.
org/10.1126/sciadv.ade4645.

New injectable cell therapy shows 
promise for treating osteoarthritis

Without better understanding of 
what drives the initiation and 
progression of osteoarthritis, 
effective treatment has been 
limited. Initially, we 
studied what goes wrong in 
osteoarthritic joints, compared 
these processes to functional 
environments, and used this 
information to develop an 
immunotherapy cell treatment.
                                                         
Johanna Bolander, Lead Author, 
WFIRM
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The Distributors Wall
Looking for distributors? Interested to deal new products and improve your business? 
These are the pages for you: announcements of  companies and distributors searching for each other. 
Your next partner is already waiting for you. Write to classified@infomedix.it to be in  the next issue. 
Always free for distributors!

As a consulting agency we can only guarantee 
the reliability of classifieds carrying our world 
logo,  since they are our customers and we are 
aware  of their proven seriousness.

All classifieds we receive will be verified. 
Any fraud or incorrect behavior 
will be reported  to the competent 
international authorities.

With over 25 years of Experience in the Surgical service industry, IEC is offering training 
and consulting for technical companies that want to start their own in-house Endoscope 
repair program or an existing facility expansion. We customize single day training events 
as well as full staff training over several weeks.
Please contact us for further information. 
www.IECendoscopy.com
info@endoscopy.md

We are a company working in the trade of medical supplies, especially supplies for cardiac 
catheterization and interventional radiology. 
Our board of directors has more than 20 years of experience. We are looking for partners 
who manufacture good products at competitive prices to be their agent in Egypt in 
registering products with the Egyptian Ministry of Health and selling them through us.
Transmed
alaaeldin.741@gmail.com

IEC is offering to medical equipment dealers and service companies worldwide pre-
owned Olympus endoscopes, processors, and lightsources. 
Expect excellent customer service and pricing.
Please contact us for further information. 
www.IECendoscopy.com - info@endoscopy.md

We are looking for any medical equipment products in our countries.
M/S. Isfaq Traders - Bangladesh
isfaqtraders@gmail.com

We are a medical company based in Saudi Arabia and we cover the field of veterinary, 
human hospitals/polyclinics, research centers and industrials.
We are looking for medical laboratories consumables, disposables, reagents and kits. 
Almaher Group Trading Co. - Saudi Arabia 
waleed@almaher.co

We are distributors in Morocco since 2003 and we are looking to distribute medical devices, 
especially glucose monitoring self-test.
Dispropal - dispropal@yahoo.fr
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SW Sustainability Solutions is a glove manufacturer focused on helping its customers with 
innovative gloves to help penetrate and create new market opportunities. 
If you are looking for something unique beyond standard glove offerings let us help you 
create your next big product.
www.swssglobal.com - info@swssglobal.com

Medical Scientific
We are seeking a long-term partner to distribute our product line of Mammography 
products, Radiologist Workstations, Various (CMOS & TFT) Flat panel detectors & DR 
equipment. 
Medical Scientific is a world class manufacturer with an outstanding reputation. Partner 
with us today and provide proper care to those that need it most! 
www.medicalscientific.com - info@medicalscientific.com

We are looking for all kind of dental x-ray system.  
Dinamik Röntgen  - Turkey 
info@dynamicxray.com

We are BMI Biomedical Intl., a company with 25+ years of experience in the medical X-ray 
field (both for human and veterinary applications) with a current worldwide network 
covering about 70 countries: any distributor or OEM partner interested in our products 
please get in touch with us. T.+39 035 4376381
info@bmibiomedical.it - new.bmibiomedical.it
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FFDM 2D/DBT System

Harmonia™ 

Innovation and Attention to Detail 

Workstation Software

DIARM™ DM

Digital Retrofit System

SOLO™ DMR  

www.medicalscientific.com

Your Trusted Partner for SolutionsMammography 
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We are looking to distribute neurology and audiology materials. 
PT Mitra Medika Utama - Indonesia 
ferry@mitramedikautama.com

Our company has been in the pharmaceutical business for 30 years, and successfully 
brought many well-known international pharmaceutical companies to the Ukrainian 
market: Solvay Pharma, Dr. Kade, About, Dr. Falk, and Bionorica. We have received awards 
from the government.
We can provide the whole complex for the identification and promotion of pharmaceutical 
products in the Ukrainian market.
YULG LTD - yulgukrainecooperation@gmail.com

Spectra Medical Devices, LLC. is looking for distributors of pain management 
products worldwide. We have been a global manufacturer of pain management 
needles for over 15 years and also offer an array of pain management products. If you 
are interested in becoming a distributor, please email sales@spectramedical.com or 
visit www.spectramedical.com  

Esacrom s.r.l, an Italian Company which produce and sell Surgical Ultrasonic devices and 
relative accessories since 1999, is looking for distributors worldwide.
Thanks to many years of experience, we have developed our own high-technology 
ultrasonic systems for medical field: Surgysonic Wound®.
Contact us at medical@esacrom.com - www.esacrom.com

Laboratoire Huckert’s International
Our Laboratory offers you high-level disinfectants and dermatological solutions with 
plant-based formulas. Perfectly compatible with daily use, our products are stable, pH 
neutral, safe (non-flammable, no risk of corrosion, burns or toxic vapours) and without 
CMR components or endocrine disruptors.
www.huckerts.net - info@huckerts.net

CHAMPION MEDICAL SEATING SOLUTIONS FOR COMFORT, FUNCTIONALITY, EFFICIENCY
Champion’s medical seating solutions deliver premium comfort, functionality, and 
efficiency for patients and caregivers, with heated seats, massage, swing arms, and 
Trendelenburg, helping optimum care across many clinical environments.
All-steel frames assure durability, longevity, and a solid return on investment. Delivering 
exceptional quality and functionality to healthcare facilities for over 30 years. 
www.jdhmedical.com - medical@jdhintl.com

We are a medical device distributor in Romania and a PR (www.en.life) & marketplace 
(www.enlife.ro) platform. 
We are looking for companies interested in promoting online their portfolio. 
Enlife Solutions Romania - office@enlife.ro

We have a chain network for distribution in South Korea. We are growing every year and 
we are looking for new products: you'll never be disappointed if you partner with us. We 
are looking to distribute:
innovative or up-to-date in vitro diagnostic medical devices, wound care products, 
innovative consumable products for use in radiology, rhinitis treatment equipment.
GoodMediOne Co., Ltd. - james@goodmedione.kr
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OUR SERVICES

✓ We help you find 
distributors in 189 countries

✓ Trade Show 
and Events
Organization 

✓ International Press Office

✓ Strategic Marketing 
Consultancy

✓ Digital Marketing 
& Brand Identity 

✓ Social Media

✓ Graphic Design
& 3D Animation 

Quality is our business plan

INTERNATIONAL medical community business worldwide

Get in touch with one of our consultants: 
advertise@infomedix.it



Calendar Here our trade shows selection. 
Discover all worldwide medical exhibitions 
at www.infomedixinternational.com
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SMART MEDICAL 
FAIR 2023
01/01-31/12/2023

The International Virtual
Medical  Trade Fair

Italy 

Organized by: 
Infodent&Infomedix International
www.smartmedicalfair.com
Smart Medical Fair is an international 
virtual exhibition open all year round 
organized by categories. 
The platform virtually connects manu-
facturers  with a global audience. 
For further information, visit  Infodent & 
Infomedix Information Booth!

www.smartmedicalfair.com

JUNE
21-23/06/2023

         FIME 2023
 

Miami Beach, FL – USA

Live edition
June 21-23, 2023

Online
June 7 - July 7, 2023

Organised by: Informa PLC
Registered Office
5 Howick Place
London SW1P 1WG, UK
Phone: +44 20 7017 5000
Website: www.informa.com
Exhibition Contact: fime@informa.com

Venue: Miami Beach Convention Center
Miami Beach, Florida, USA

www.fimeshow.com

JUNE
08-10/06/2023 

      Medical Taiwan
   2023  
Taipei – Taiwan

Organised by: TAITRA
5, Xinyi Rd, Sec. 5, Xinyi District
Taipei 11011
Taiwan
Phone: +886 2 2725 5200
Email: medicaltaiwan@taitra.org.tw
Website: www.taitra.org.tw

Visiting Contact
Ms Chris Lee
medicaltaiwan@taitra.org.tw

Venue: Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center 
Hall 2 (TaiNex2)
Address: No.2, Jingmao 2nd Rd., Nangang 
District, Taipei City 11568, Taiwan

www.medicaltaiwan.com.tw

VISIT US AT 
BOOTH R16

INTERNATIONAL medical community business worldwide
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AUGUST
23-25/08/2023

          Medical Fair   
 China 2023
 Suzhou – China

Organised by: Messe Düsseldorf 
(Shanghai) Co., Ltd.

Contacts:
Ms. Yan Jiang
Phone: +86 10 6590 7101 8602
Email: yan.jiang@mds.cn

Venue: Suzhou International Expo 
Centre
Suzhou
China

www.medicalfair.cn/en

JULY
06-07/07/2023 

      EU-MDR 2023
The EU Medical Devices Conference

Brussels – Belgium

Congress secretariat: Bioevents

Contacts:
Tel UK: +44-203-051-4032 ext. 519
Tel US: +1-857-400-0035 ext. 519
rosemarie@bioevents-congress.com

Venue:
Sheraton Brussels Airport Hotel
Brussels International Airport 1930, Brussels, 
Belgium
+32 2 710 80 00

www.eu-mdr2023.com

SEPTEMBER
25-26/09/2023

          Healthcare 
Automation and 
Digitalization
Congress 2023

Zurich – Switzerland

Organiser: BGS Group
+ 312 0808 7321 (Netherlands)
+ 44 20 3769 3386 (UK)
+ 44 20 3769 3392 (UK)
automahealth@bgs.group
request@bgs.group
www.bgs.group

Contacts:
Victoriya Lozhnikova
Senior PR Manager
vic.lozh@bgs.group
+31 208 08 7321 ext. 408

Venue: Zurich, Switzerland

https://sh.bgs.group/cm
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That means 10 out of 11 children live 
in a country lacking the dedicated 
surgical infrastructure to get the 
care they need. Without those fa-
cilities, common, easily treatable ill-
nesses become deadly diseases or 
cause life-long disability. We’re at 
a point where, despite significant 
progress elsewhere in global health, 
mortality and morbidity from com-
mon conditions needing surgery 
have grown in the world’s poorest 
regions, both in real terms and rela-
tive to other health gains. The Lan-
cet Commission on Global Health 
recently estimated that 143 million 
additional surgical procedures are 
needed annually in low-and-middle- 
incomes countries (LMICs), 54 mil-
lion for children alone.
Put in the simplest terms, there are 
hundreds of thousands of children 
needlessly dying every year, with 
more children, dying from surgically 
curable conditions than HIV, Malaria 
and TB combined.
How do we even begin to solve a prob-
lem on that scale? How can the Col-
lege be part of a sustainable solution?
Through our HOPE Foundation, our 
College has chosen to support Scot-
tish charity Kids Operating Room 
(KidsOR) and in so doing are begin-
ning to play our part in ensuring that 
every child has access to safe sur-
gery. At the end of 2021, the HOPE’s 
Trustees decided to support the 
training of South Sudan’s first-ever 
paediatric surgeon.
For context, despite being a country 
of 11 million, over half of whom are 
children, South Sudan lacks a single 
paediatric surgeon. To further em-
phasise that point, a country where 
10% of children die before their 5th 
birthday, lacks both the infrastruc-
ture (with no dedicated paediatric 

operating theatre) and the expertise 
(without a single paediatric surgeon) 
needed to care for its children. That’s 
why HOPE’s Trustees supported Kid-
sOR’s project to catalyse change. 
We’re not acting alone: HOPE and 
our College have teamed up with 
our friends at the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh – and their 
Global Surgery Foundation – to joint-
ly support KidsOR’s Paediatric Surgi-
cal Scholarship Programme.
KidsOR is a global health charity fo-
cused on the provision of high qual-
ity, safe surgical services for children 
in low- and middle-income coun-
tries. From their bases in Edinburgh, 
Dundee and Nairobi, they provide 
surgeons and their teams with the 
infrastructure and training needed 
to transform the care available for 
their nation’s children.
SUSTAINABLE LOCAL EXPERTISE
Importantly, KidsOR put sustainabil-
ity at the heart of their model and, 
unlike some other participants in in-
ternational development, only invest 
in local people, building real capacity 
and promoting self-reliance in the 
long-term. Over the past four years, 
the KidsOR team have moved quick-
ly to put this model into practice, 
installing 50 operating rooms (ORs) 
across 22 countries; creating addi-
tional capacity for at least 30,000 op-
erations each year.
Many of these ORs sit as part of 

KidsOR’s Africa 30 strategy, an am-
bitious but achievable, plan to de-
liver 120 ORs, train 100 paediatric 
surgeons and 100 paediatric anaes-
thesia providers across the conti-
nent by the end of the decade. The 
immediate outcome will be 10 mil-
lion years of disability prevented, as 
some 635,000 children access emer-
gency and essential care. The eco-
nomic benefit to partner nations will 
go on to be an estimated $5.6billion.
The Colleges’ joint investment into 
South Sudan will form an important 
part of KidsOR’s plans, providing the 
funding for the first year of a five-
year scholarship. That scholar, Dr 
Betty Arkangalo Yuggu Phillimona, 
will begin training at Baylor College 
of Medicine in Lilongwe, Malawi un-
der Dr Bip Nandi, before returning 
to work at South Sudan’s first dedi-
cated OR for children, within Al Saba 
Children’s Hospital, Juba.
Once qualified, it is estimated Dr 
Phillimona will go on to perform ap-
proximately 6,000 procedures over 
the course of 10-years (the average 
life-span of an OR). That’s 6,000 chil-
dren just like Jibril, who had waited 
his whole ten-year life for a simple 
surgical procedure before KidsOR 
installed an OR in his town.
This then is how we solve the prob-
lem of 1,750,000,000 children lacking 
access to safe surgery. This is how 
the Royal College of Physicians and 

Consider this fact.
1,750,000,000 children lack access to safe surgery globally.
One billion, seven hundred and fifty million children.

Sustainable Surgery for South 
Sudan’s Kids: Changing Lives

Infomedix International dedicates this section to non-profit social communication. If you wish to support any of the initiatives, please 
refer to the contact details indicated at the end of each article.

Through our HOPE Foundation, our College 
has chosen to support Scottish charity Kids 
Operating Room (KidsOR) and in so doing are 
beginning to play our part in ensuring that 
every child has access to safe surgery."



Surgeons of Glasgow play a part in 
the solution: Through cooperation: 
Together, both of Scotland’s ancient 
Surgical Colleges have come to-
gether to promote training and local 
capacity building in one of Africa’s 
most in need nations.
Through partnership: KidsOR work 
with local surgeons and local hos-
pitals and partner with Ministries of 
Health and regional bodies to deliver 
truly exceptional surgical care that 
meets the needs of local people.
One operation at a time: Dr Philli-
mona is just one incredible surgeon. 
After graduation, she will perform 
thousands of life-saving and life-
changing procedures. KidsOR will 
go on to train three more surgeons 
to join her in South Sudan. Together, 
they will perform thousands more 
procedures. By the end of the de-
cade, KidsOR will have trained the 
surgeons and provided the capac-
ity for over 630,000 procedures. One 
Operating Room, one surgeon and 
one operation at time, collectively 
amounting to transformational, sys-
tematic change.
It costs KidsOR just £50 to provide a 
life-saving operation. You can sup-
port or find out more about their 

work by visiting www.kidsor.org
To make a donation to the HOPE 
Foundation visit rcp.sg/hopedonate

About US
The Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Glasgow was founded in 
1599. We are an inclusive, global com-
munity that enables our members to 
develop the skills, knowledge and 
leadership to improve patient care. 

We have over 15,000 members - phy-
sicians, surgeons, dental profession-
als and those working in podiatry 
and travel medicine. We are a truly 
diverse community across 97 coun-
tries and empower our members 
to provide the highest standards of 
care to their patients through educa-
tion, training and assessment. 

https://rcpsg.ac.uk/
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www.infomedixinternational.com 
advertise@infomedix.it

FIME - Miami Beach
 
Medical Fair Thailand - Bangkok 

Soft copy always available at:
www.infomedixinternational.com/magazine
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